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True (instrumental)

RELEASED

17 June 2013

RECORDED

2013

LABEL

PRMD
Universal

WRITERS

Avicii
Aloe Blacc

Mike Einziger

PRODUCERS

Avicii
Arash Pournouri

Mike Shinoda

Avicii, real name Tim Bergling, is a Swedish DJ, remixer, producer and multi-award 

winning electronic music artist. His UK No. 1 in 2012 with the single ‘I Could Be the 

One’ was followed by his first two albums, 2013’s True and 2015’s Stories, both 

international hits. He also co-wrote and co-produced Coldplay’s 2014 top-ten hit 

single ‘A Sky Full of Stars’. 

The lead single from True, ‘Wake Me Up’ was written by Bergling with Incubus 

guitarist Mike Einziger and singer Aloe Blacc (whose song ‘I Need a Dollar’ peaked 

at No. 2 on the UK singles chart in 2011). The song would go on to sell in excess of 

ten million to become one of the best-selling singles in pop music history, reaching 

No. 1 in over 25 countries. It was the first ever song to reach 200 million streams 

on the Spotify music streaming service, and as of 2016 remained No. 1 on music 

identification app Shazam’s Hall of Fame with almost 22 million hits. In 2014 a 

group of celebrities mentored by choirmaster and broadcaster Gareth Malone 

recorded a cover of the song as the official charity single for the BBC’s annual 

Children in Need appeal, and their choral version reached No. 1 in the UK just 16 

months after the original had topped the charts.

 PERFORMANCE TIPS

This upbeat country song has a driving rhythm, which you’ll need to ride along 
on. There is some very rapid diction in the opening verse, as well as some notated 
vocal decoration (for example the semiquavers in bar 6) which you should aim 
to deliver with precision. The chorus at bar 21 takes you to a higher part of your 
range, and you’ll need to hold on to the brisk feel of the beat while also creating a 
sense of climax, especially when this section returns at the coda.

WORDS AND MUSIC: AVICII, ALOE BLACC, MIKE EINZIGER
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